Figure E1 CONSORT diagram, severe asthma cohort
, panels A-E. It can be seen that changes in phenotype are associated with large increases and decreases in sputum eosinophils or neutrophils -not by the levels oscillating around the cut values (2.5% and 54%), There were a total of 16 ways in which the sputum phenotype could remain stable or change. In total there were 115 occasions when the sputum inflammatory phenotype was classified at consecutive study visits, as shown in Table E3 , on line supplement.
On 56 occasions the phenotype remained the same and on the remaining 57 occasions the phenotype changed. The most common changes were from eosinophilic to mixed (13 occasions), from paucigranulocytic to eosinophilic (9 occasions) and from mixed to eosinophilic (9 occasions). 
